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Continuation ApplicationContinuation Application

A continuation application is a  second application for the same 

invention that was formerly claimed in a prior non-provisional 

application and filed before the prior application becomes 

abandoned or patented.

• Application for the same or (similar) 

invention with different sets of 

claims or same claims

• Can ask for the priority date of the 

basic application

Basic 

application
CA



Considering Filing CA

Basic Application

(non-provisional)
1st OA Final OA

response

3 months

Abandoned 

Basic Application

File CA with new claims or same 

claims

Reject all

claims

issuance

S2S1

(non-provisional)
1st OA Final OA

rejection Basic Application

Allow a part of  claims

Reject another part of claims

File CA with the rejected claims

S3



ContinuationContinuation--InIn--Part ApplicationPart Application

A continuation-In-Part (CIP) application is filed during the lifetime of an 

earlier non-provisional application, repeating some substantial 

portion or all of the earlier non-provisional application but adding 

matter not disclosed in it.

original

• Application with new matter

• Original material gets the benefit of the 

filing date of the basic application

• New matter receives the later filing date

of CIP application

• At least one common inventor

Basic 

application

CIP

CA

Continuing application with new 

matter

New matter

original



Considering Filing CIP

Basic Application

(non-provisional)
1st OA Final OA

response

Abandoned 

Basic Application

File CIP with improvement

Reject all

claims

issuance

S2

S1

File CIP with improvement

(non-provisional)
1st OA Final OA

rejection Basic Application

Allow a part of  claims

Reject another part of claims

File CIP with improvement

S3



Divisional ApplicationDivisional Application

A divisional application is a later application for distinct or independent 

invention, carved out of a pending application and disclosing and 

claiming only subject matter disclosed in the earlier or basic 

application.

Basic 

application

Independent claim 1 :a + b

Independent claim 2 :c + d

Independent claim 3 :e + f

Restriction 

requirement

Division 1: c + d

Division 2: e:+ f

Basic application: a + b



Considering Filing DA

issuance

File Division Application

Basic Application

(non-provisional)
1st OA

response

Abandoned 

Basic Application

•DA gets the benefit of the filing date of the basic application

•Both application can issue into separate patents



Request For Continued ExaminationRequest For Continued Examination

A  request for continued examination is simply a request that your 

current application continues to be examined.

Basic 

application

Application 

closed RCE 

Start 

examination 

again

• Final OA mailed

• Notice of allowance 

mailed

• Under appeal



Considering Filing RCE

Basic Application

(non-provisional)

1st OA

rejection
Final OA

rejection

Response

3 months

File RCE within 3 months

1st OA

Response

rejection

Final OA

rejection

allowance

Basic Application

(non-provisional)

2010.01.01

RCE 1 RCE 2 RCE 3
granted

2025.01.01 2030.01.01

expired

5 years



Reissue ApplicationReissue Application

A reissue application is an application for a patent that takes the place 

of an unexpired patent that’s defective in some one or more 

particulars.

Patent

Basic 

application

Patent

Granted REA

• Claims are not broad 

enough 

• Claims are too broad

New claims

Replace the original

patent



Considering Filing REA

response
File RA

response

The reissue patent will take the place of your basic patent and

expire the same time as the original patent would have expired.

Basic Application

(non-provisional)
1st OA Final OA

response
File RA

Caution: If you file a reissue, all of the claims of your original patent

will be examined and can be rejected. Thus you should consider

whether you want to take this chance before filing a reissue.

Granted 1st OA Final OA

response

Reissue 

Patent



Summary

Basic Application
(BA)

Has two or more
Received final OA
Want to continue

Develop an 
Improvement on
the invention of

Comp up with
a substantially

Different 

Got a patent and 
Discover an error

In it
Has two or more

inventions
Want to continue

prosecution
the invention of

Basic application

Divisional
Application

(DA)

Different 
Improvement

Or new invention

Request  for
Continued 

Examination
(RCE)

Continuation
Application

(CA)

Continuation-in-part
Application

(CIP)
Independent 
application

In it
(too narrow or

Too broad)

Reissue
Application

(REA)



ConclusionThank you！


